The History of Dillard University in New
Orleans

A Legacy of Education and Excellence

Origins and Establishment

Dillard University, located in New Orleans, Louisiana, is a distinguished historically black
university with a rich and compelling history. The institution's roots date back to the 19th
century when two institutions of higher education, Straight University and New Orleans
University, were established to serve the African American community. Straight University
was founded in 1869 by the American Missionary Association, while New Orleans
University was established in 1873 by the Freedmen's Aid Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Both institutions played crucialroles in providing education and
opportunities to African Americans during the Reconstruction era and beyond.

Formation of Dillard University

In 1930, these two institutions merged to form Dillard University, named in honor of James
Hardy Dillard, a prominent educator and advocate for black education in the South. The
merger was facilitated by the generosity of philanthropist Edgar B. Stern and his wife Edith
Rosenwald Stern, who donated land and funds to support the creation of a new campus.
This union aimed to strengthen the educational offerings and resources available to
African American students in New Orleans and the broader region.

Early Years and Development

The newly formed Dillard University quickly established itself as a center of academic
excellence and cultural enrichment. Under the leadership of its first president, Dr. William
Stuart Nelson, the university focused on providing a liberal arts education that emphasized
critical thinking, leadership, and social responsibility. The campus, located in the Gentilly
neighborhood of New Orleans, became a beacon of hope and progress for the African
American community.

Throughout the mid-20th century, Dillard University continued to grow and evolve,
expanding its academic programs, faculty, and facilities. The institution remained
committed to its mission of fostering intellectual and personal development while
addressing the social and economic challenges faced by African Americans. Notable
alumni from this period include civil rights leaders, educators, and professionals who
made significant contributions to their fields and communities.



Integration and Expansion

The 1960s and 1970s were a period of significant change and transformation for Dillard
University. The Civil Rights Movement brought about increased opportunities for African
Americans, and Dillard played a pivotalrole in advancing social justice and equality. The
university embraced integration, welcoming students of all races and backgrounds into its
academic community.

During this time, Dillard expanded its academic offerings, introducing new programs in the
sciences, humanities, and social sciences. The university also invested in modernizing its
facilities, including the construction of new dormitories, classrooms, and research
centers. These efforts helped to position Dillard as a leading institution of higher education
in the region.

Challenges and Resilience

Like many institutions, Dillard University faced its share of challenges in the late 20th and
early 21st centuries. The university had to navigate financial difficulties, changing
enrollment patterns, and the impact of natural disasters such as Hurricane Katrina in
2005. Despite these obstacles, Dillard demonstrated remarkable resilience and
adaptability, continuing to provide high-quality education and support to its students.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Dillard faced significant damage to its campus and
infrastructure. The university community rallied together, with support from alumni,
donors, and partners, to rebuild and restore the campus. This period of recovery
underscored the strength and determination of the Dillard family, as the institution
emerged stronger and more united than ever before.

Recent Developments and Future Directions

Today, Dillard University stands as a testament to the enduring power of education and
community. The university continues to uphold its legacy of academic excellence, cultural
enrichment, and socialresponsibility. Under the leadership of its current president, Dillard
remains committed to preparing students for success in a rapidly changing world.

Recent developments at Dillard include the introduction of innovative academic programs,
partnerships with industry and community organizations, and initiatives to enhance
student engagement and support. The university is also focused on sustainability,
diversity, and inclusion, ensuring thatitremains a vibrant and inclusive environment for all
students.

Conclusion

The history of Dillard University is a story of perseverance, progress, and pride. From its
humble beginnings as two separate institutions to its emergence as a leading historically
black university, Dillard has remained steadfastin its mission to educate and empower. As



the university looks to the future, it continues to honorits rich heritage while embracing
new opportunities and challenges.

Through its commitment to academic excellence, social justice, and community
engagement, Dillard University willundoubtedly continue to make a lasting impact on the
lives of its students and the world at large.



