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Plaisance School







Rosenwald School

The Plaisance School is a one story frame
building. It was constructed in 1920 under
the Rosenwald Rural School Building
Program. Like most Rosenwald schools
across the South, it 15 a utilitanan “no siyle”™
building. (Rosenwald schools were built wo
a variety of standardized plans). Located in
the rural community of the same name, the
school has remained in continuous
cducational use since il cONSNUCLION OVer
80 years ago. It is now on the edge of a
circa 1960 campus of one story brick venecr
buildings. Because the school has been in
constant use, there have been  Vanous
alterations, some notable. But despite these
alierations, the school retains sufficient
integrity o convey its significance in the
history of black education. Iis importance is
underscored by the extremely low survival
rate of Rosenwald schools in Louisiana,

The Rosenwald school has not  only
survived but has retained its overall form,
general appearance and most (if not a
majority) of its historic fabric.

Today, there are only, lwo Known survivors
that retain any integrity, and the Plaisance
School is the only ome in ils original
location = in the same communily if was
built to serve and still in educational use.

The Plaisance School i1s a state of
significance in the areas of education and
Afrnican-American heritage because it 15 a
VEry rane Survivor [ L4 I!'l:l'.ll.'l.‘"-.-li':l'll the most
ambitious school building program in the
state for black children in the carly
twenticth cenury. Oul of the 393
Bosenwald schools bult in Lowisiana
between 1914 and 1932, there are only two
known survivors (at least in recognizable
form) = the Plaisance school and a school

mioved Donaldsonville,

Liouisiama.

recently 1o

Termed “the largest school building
program for African Americans in the South
gsince Reconstruction,” the Kosenwald
Fund's benefactor was Julius Rosenwald of
Chicago, president of Sears, Roebuck and
Company. While Rosenwald provided all
the important funding. the program was
actually the brainchild of famed Alfrican-
American cducator, Booker T. Washington,
founder of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.

While the Rosenwald Fund envisioned
financial support from local whites, their
contribution was small scross the board. OF
the $28.4 million total, the Rosenwald Fund
provided $4.3 million, blacks $4.7 million,
local governments $18.1 million (64%) and
whiles 4%,

The Plaisance school’s survival (quile
remarkable given the foregoing statistics) 15
undoubtedly due to its continued use for
education. Rosenwald funds records show
that it was built in the 1920-2] school year
at a total cost of $4500, with the fund
providing $1200; blacks raising 53, 100; and
school authonities and whites contributing a
paltry $100 each. The foregoing lopsided
breakdown graphically illustrates the desire
for education ol a greal sacrifice. Keep in
mind that this was a rural population with a
middle class. People making contributions
would have been sharecroppers and lenant
farmers for the most part.

Rosenwald (Plaisance building) remained
the only public school for blacks in
Plaisance until circa 1960, when the
adjacent brick facility was constructed
During most of the historic period (1920-




53) grades 1-6 or 1-7 were taught there. In  The FPlaisance Rosenwald School was
the late 1940s Plaisance was able 1o secure  placed on NMational Register of Histonc
high school classes, some of which were  Places on August 23, 2004.

apparently taught in the Rosenwald building  (Information taken from National Register
as well as a couple of satcllite building of Histonc Places)

added at that time

Historic Plaisance ngh

Listing o s d R T
on National A LAy ;
Reqgister

sought

By is:geeisen Cachisn

Py by dcrpueslicg CogPras
Formssr sluckents and teachers of Plaisancs Hegh School om St Landry Parish gilled program isachs
Karon Fyder for 2 phebd in tront of the ofd school bukding, From keft bo mghl ara: the Ry, Woodnoe
Thompesn, leacher 1560-89; Mudel Tharmpson, Iesd ht-r 1 950-80 Herman Bartrand, 1B grad
Ffus Chariss 1058 pradusts: Mas PMeds Chadas, 1953 gradunle and teacher 1080-80. Mo |'- I

| : s pal Rayinoe ] Casimena, 1969 graduats; Ryder, Jafery Fonkanod, 18960 gecuaia: and Hare
|: J Flad, taschas |G =i Bsent
TR0 LiEnElar ol

Pl ]
T T FRERE pport.” Byder rendbed sl arens dosn in elEt
& huildi Ul i -
' 3 ad & hand : B il a i mewl oodls lar 1w Dve e
TRl id - §
'I' i & ol o vhus Bisepwald smade  ablways incloded m il 5l :
anil s mng of T H : :
3 b . o, & ke i Landry 1Pas
Bosenwsld . . i o ] iy 3 “1 }
Limglrig i Washmgron's T ] Blacks

Y T TP g~

- S TE T
—— T pahangion & mlGeingld B

I §e rhbs prapeit what o ecwe  sdssrcin e

Plaisance School, National Register




School’s rich history
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Time Line
Plaisance High School
Slaves in Louisiana freed by Emancipation Proclamation

Mohorn Baptist Church was established with the
stipulation that there would be a school

First school established at Mohorn Baptist Church in the
Plaisance Community

Public elementary schools become available for blacks in
rural South

Ancther private acheol catablished on Chretien Plantation
but lasted only a few years

School continued at Mohom Baptist Church

Rosenwald School building program began in south

The Rosenwald Fund provided money for rural schools in
the South. Citizens of Plaisance applied and were funded,
but funds had to be matched from members of the
community.

Athanus Malveaux sold three acres of land to the St.
Landry School Board to build the Plaisance Elementary
Sehool.

Felix Mack appointed the first principal of Plaisance
(1920-1940)

The school would go to the seventh grade
Plaisance added the 8 grade
Lawrence J. Ballard named second principal (1940-1944)

Matthew Millard Guidry named third principal (1944-
1962)

Plaisance added the eleventh grade, which allowed
students to complete high school.

First class graduated from Plaisance (1 1% grade)

Flaisance girls won state championship in Basketball
Flaizsance added the 12" grade




1965
1968

First class graduated from Plaisance High School,
completing twelfth grade

School introduced football

Cephus Joubert named fourth principal (1962-1965)

Willie Daniels named principal (1965-1985)

Students became active in science and social studies
fairs.

Students held demonstrations in protest of Dr. Martin
Luther King's death.

Abner Malveaux, descendant of Athanus Malveaux. sold
18.9 acres of land to expand Plaisance High School

Boys Basketball team wins 1= state champlonship under
the leadership of Coach Murphy Guillory.

Elgy Sam named principal

School board consolidated and reduced Plaisance to
elementary school

Last graduating class [rom Plaisance High School
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The birth of a school

Plaisance beginning didn’t come easy
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Athanus Malveaupx, (Mareh 31, 1879 — S-q:‘tzrrlher g,
1838). The Communily perchased the firat three acres of
lamd to bmbd Plaisanes Sehool

They formed & commitles Lo organise and bulld the Lirst
building which presently houses the Music Department

Same of the commitber members were Leonce Jones, Sr.,
Albort Lnen, Adolph Joubert, Althanus Malveass, Mitchell
Thiwry, Moses Camimere, Howard Joobert, Bervick Jones
Anthony Roberts, Lacies Malmeaux, Sv., Edpar Thierry, Frank
Malveaux, Sr.. and many others,

Louwisizna State Legislature declares Plaisance

= an Official Communiiy, 1975

Ted Angelly just cun't
believe hiz eyes




Iu:]n Mack Lawrence J. Ballard
1920-1940 1940-1944
Felix Mack served as the first principal of Lawrence J. Ballard spent 44 vears in the 50
Flaisance Schoal.
[nstitute in Alabama

He was educated at Tuskeges  Landry Parish School System. He received his
B.5. in Vocational Agriculture from Souther:
University, Baton Rouge, LA

Matthew Millard Guidry
1944-1962
Under Matthew Guidry's administration, Plaisance grew from an clemenlary achool 10 include
school. His goal was to provide an opportunity for parents and teachers 1o work tegether so that all
children could receive an adeguate education and to bring closer relations connecting the ehild, the b
and the school in order to further higher education.
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Ceplias Joubert Willie J. Danicls
1962-1965 19651958

{ephas Jouber meocived a B.S. i3 Yecational

Agriculiure, M.A. in Administration and Willie 1, Danlelz attended Charlesion P

Supervision [rom Southem University, Batan Schoo] of Beaumont, TX. He later.

Roupe. LA degree from Southers University and e b
Columbia University in New York C

[e played professional foothall with '
the Canadizn Leagpe and coached a1 Liun
Sehond in Washington, LA In 1965, 1
principal of Plaisance High School

’ ¥ 1 " - | ™ -
Elgv ), Sarmeamned his elenentary and hgh selool oo

at Plaisono: High Schoel. He is remembered 25 an outsand
trask stae His ahilities carmed him a track scholarshi
Southem University. Sam graduated from Southern Universi
wilh @ B, 5. i Education and later eamed & M.A
Administration and Supervision. Bnm refummed o the P
Community and wen? 1o work as s teaclerooach for e

v "

Landire Facish Sclool Board. He camed his 30+ and b
prireipal at Plaisance High School until 1991,

As a principal, Sam touched many young
valwes .!-III'\.".‘I"-"\.:. '-!ih:-r'!::h'. arel h ard work Lo sudted in lile

Elgy Sam
1985-1941




Pioneering the legacy
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