“$100,000 Monroe Colored High School built in 1922,
circa—1922.” From the Collection of Antoinette Brooks.
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Carroll High School - Class of 1954

Plotureciabove, top row, Irgm left to right: Arthur Long, Eugene L. Jones
(decems «d) James Reed, Wilbert Mitchell, Jimmy Haywood, .Joseph
Hamilt o Louis Harris, Fred Davis, Lavelle Conloy, Isaac Wilson, Leroy
Danzies, EM8t White, Louis Pargoud. Secend Row from tlop, left to right:
Jesse wWwiEen, Eula (Peoples) Green, Bobbie J. Harris, Royleno (Ellis)
Jones, E8eN Hoston, Ruby (Smediey) Cooper, Walter Allen, Albert Hall,
Willis Laatrence, Walter Williams, Theadare Adams, Louls G, Thoamas,
u"’““‘!ﬁ" Eaas, Jr. (deceased). Third rew from top, left to right: Hildred

(Stair) Sheppard, Joan (Adams) Johnson, vy Honeycull [decoased),
Dorothy J. Chambers, Fannie (Teombs) Everfield, Barbara (Moss) Cupil,
Joseph Mapoleon (deceased) Mary Y. Hapoleon, Catherine (Butier) Moses,
Beverhy (Smith Foster, Minnio (Jackson) Glenn, Ethel M. Stecls (deceased),
Myriis (Allen) Bryant, lona [Ervin} Smith.

Socond row from batiom, left to right: Botty (Alsxander) Johnson, Emmiltt
{Bell) Franklin, Eddye (Gordon) Yokum, Ida (Ealy) Levels, Eva M. Johnson,
Jorriding (Ford) Woods, Barbara Flowellyn, Barbara (Straughter) Mercy,

v 4 g Melvie Colie (Robinson) Stone; Eula (Tayler)

Presloy, Lula {Johnson) Reed, Kalie (Jackson)
Woods, Abo B. Nicholagn,

Botiom Row, lefi to nght: Rosie L. Diggins
(deceased), Lettie Jones (decensed), Delores
(Menyweathers) McKenney, Yernell {Smith)
Blade, Gloria (Conley) Bailey, Joroline (Willis)
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' hfe in the I}ecadt,: Education

Monroe City Schools open

doors wide to black studems

I\TAI.I-BAH.HH?
EIEII"I Writer

The trend pubh: education was
progressive  during “the  roanng
1520

Public scheols throughout the
state were booming with their fi-
pancas and construction,

An editorial in the Mzay 1928 13-
g2 of Louiniera Teachers Avyocia-
fign states 344 high schoals were in
t Lowsiana with 38 664 papls en-

‘ralled and 2,000 tzachers employed.,

Monroe City Schools were defi-
nitely on the upswing. An increase
i earollment caused the distnict 1o
build new schools lh:-mghw! the
Egnnb

Al the time, wilh EL Neville
SETVINg "5 SL]:II:FHJTEHIZ]EM Monroe
City Schoals® coroliment - soared
with 2 300 white ‘il.ﬂtr'h and I,E-Il‘
‘black popils. =T

Yearly tevenue of $133,000 was
E,hl-‘ril1&| [roms thee cityl = eiby gourt

fines, 2 hree-mill tax and 2 L mill -

s.pemm'q

Public education m Monroe -
creased to inchuds more blacks, Be-
fore the 1920s, many blacks were
taught throegh home schooling or
churzh,

In 1920, Professer Madison
Jemes Fester hecame the first prin-
cipal of the Moaroe Colored High
School. Todsy Madison James Fos
ter Elementary and Foster Heights, a
housing project, bear the name of
the education pioneer.

Foster's grand niece, Jo Ella Bur-
ton, 2 retired Monroe Crty school-

" teacher, sad ber umcle brooght I

tremrerdeus joy 1o edocation.”

] feel that my uncle was a great
leades)” she said. “Every encounter
with him was inspinin and mads
o want i be 50 ¥,

In 1922, a new Moaroe Celorad

-and Ea.TI-:r]uI] l:aulk schoals were
add:din the distrrct. _
‘Lida Beaton Sclool 1:1rnai on

High School wzs Built, (Today the - Septd2,1927;2f Lee and Lydell -

land houses 1S “Clitk Magnet - st - schiol ‘cast $163,000
School ) R ‘"1?&& compared fo the Monroe Colared

The “same 'l.a.ar l'ig:lrgul r l'IJghﬁﬁc l:u:-T, \'thr:h was :*.shl:u.?.'rl:dr

The News-Star
April 25, 1999

hﬂ-‘l’ﬂl‘l EJEffﬁ}!I in Slﬂ[:'l][lﬂ tu

I:IH-L‘ [ 1I1e‘f|1|:1 Dfﬂ'r-.' decads
stridas were still being made in pub-
e =1I'.n:a!m11 In 1925, an st was
d free textbooks



1strow: Henry Caroll, Principal (deceased), Dorothy Wright, Mildred Hod

‘erdellV¥illiame, Almeda, Annie Ann, Allie Bmadm:ri-hgldfznnia FargrE::
Eliza Mae Heard, B, D, Robinson, Instructor (deceased). 2nd Row: Alberta
-»===-Gladys Allum-- Eula Williams, Instructor (deceased). 3rd Row: Laura
Brown - Ruby Jawal, Roosevelt Hattan, Mammie Jackson, Leo Secrease
- Setty Ruth Jones (deceased). dth Row: dorothy Hil Rosetta Tucker.
ath Row: -- - Minnia Jackson, Melvin Wesley.5th Row - Reed - - -+« On

Do ff/ﬂn Serncrnber?

Do yvou remember the
1947 graduating class of
Monroe Colored High
Schaoel 58 years ago?
M. H. Carroll was the
principal.

We were unable to
name mosat of the class-
mates. If vou can name
them,send the informa-
tion to Monroe Dhapatch,
Do You RemamEer, PO
Box 4823, Meonroe, LA
1211,

If you have a photo
for the Do You Re-

i

member” column, send
to the above address.
All photoz are return-
abkle and muat be 20
vears ald or older. Please
remember that there is
a fee for all unsolicited
photos printed in the
Dispatch.

This photo was sent
by Annie Anmn from
Indiana to Bessye An-
derson and forwarded
on to Mapdalean W.
Young, then on to the
IMspatch,
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Monroe Colored High School on Washington
Street. “Barracks-type buildings” were extra
classrooms until Carroll High School was built.
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Do You Remember:
Do you remember the 1943 graduating class of Manroe Colored High School 55 years agoa? This
photo was sent ta the Monroe Dispaltch by the Fisher Brothers, Calvin and Elijah. This photo was
featured in the Dispateh in December 1987 with most of the names omitted. Three of the Monroe
ciassmates have practically identified all of the classmates,
Bottom Bow: (left to right) J. Benny Thompson, Asst Secl, & Salutatorian Ozenia Simmans, Prof.
t.J. Foster, Daris Spears (Valedictorian), and Tom Henderson. Jr. (Fresident).
Second Row: Josephine Piarce, Bessie L. ODrawhorn, irma Wyatt, Unknown, lderia Tolliver, unknown,
Mr. B.D. Robinson (History Teacher).
Third Bow: Lizzie T. Johnson Larkin, Gumie Wesley Young, Versie Nolley Moy, Willie M. Goins,
Bessie L. Jones, unknown,
Fourth Bow: Jennie Allen {Treasurer), Leentyne Carroll (Business Mgr.). Alberta Foy Willlams
(Secretary), Sarah Frances Ellis, Vertie M. Lagan. Amy L. MeWilliams, Jerclena W. Wyalt.
Eifth Row: unknown. Herman Jenes (Vice President), Louiz Tappin, Calvin Fisher, Clarence Taylor,
Elijah Fisher, Isaac Haynes.
Was just delightad to see the Glass of '43 in the paper. |'ve been working with Alberta Fay Williams
and Qumie Wesley, This is the best we could do,
Thanks for the memories,
Lizzie Larkin
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School provided «

By LISA ROBINSON
Staff writer

The old Moonroe Coloeed High
Sehool provided one of the Tew Gp
portunities for hlacks to learn Fona
b v ad] pemd werite

Ruilt in 19223 on Bresoed Sleoet on
the present site of Clark Elemen
tary School, the high =school's
eprollment was nearly  TO0H
students,

Teaching Lhe basics of education
and more, ils educators helped Lo
mold  the minds  and  develop
characier of i3 students

siudents were taupht righl from
wirong They were lectured daily by
thedr principal, the Hew, Madison
J. Faster, on how o care for
themselves  when it seemed  all
gdds were against them And for

{
o

MH_—IHI B lrrAl! nh‘{

i L o e Sl e

those who wanted an adwvanced
education, many were Leained to be
teachers

The Mooroee Colered High School
was torn down in 1932 and replaced
by Carroll HHgh School at another
Ipeation, hul many foermer studenbs
=fill remember  their old Bigh
=chonl

e really  enjoyed  school,
Fveryone was friends, and the
taachers were really holpfual, YWe
were all like brothers and sisters”
sakd 1929 graduate, Mrs. Oillie Mae
Burns.

Adiending schonl was
pulsery in the 1920°s
Ay - Dlacks
school even il
while.

“Whnen the kids wenl to school,

(L TR 8 ]
rone e loess
wenl o ther high
il was lor

a short

Lhey could read to theic parents, or
read thelr Sunday School lessons in
churceh, CGoing to school did ool
always help Blacks get haelbter pay-
ing jobs, though, That is why =0
many dropped  out belore  Lhey
graduataed,’” Mrs, Burns said

Although  carcer  opportunities
were  Hmited  for  blacks, thea
Maonroe Colored Higph School
helped (o open professional doors
[or some sludenis,

R hen the schoal olfered courses
in teacher training i 192H, some
tonk advantage of the prograrm.
Many students who had gradaaied
that vear, came buack Lo school Lo
get their teaching certificatles.

“That program was o good deal
Many peophe 10 our class who gol io
the program stayed in the edacs

The Morning Star
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ypportunities

Licnal profession until they
redired] " Mra. Burns said

Prior to lhe pxistence of Monroe
Colored High School, blacks - at-
tended Wisner High School which
only offered classes Lhrough the
ninth grade.

When the Monceso Colorerd High
School was boill, it, ton, only of-
fered classes from the first through
the ninth grades, llowever, in 1926,
the 1Oth prade was added at the
rechonl, and a year later, the stale's
highest grade, the 11ih grade and
the teaching program

“Rev. Foster was o very am-
bilicua and spgressive principal.
He was always climhing for mose,
Peaple In the community  also
{nu_g,ht b ave marn p:“‘sflr-q arlled
o, Mre. Burns sadd,

Before the 10th and 11th grades
wara arided to the school, hlacks
had lo go to collége:s like Southern
University in Balon Houge in order
tn get a complete bhigh schiool
educatinn. Bul wilh the expansion
of the Maonroe Colored 1Hiph School,
area atudents came Lo Mooroe n-
slead, some fromm as far away as
Raywvilla

We grew up in A Reparate
svatem and thaet dido't Golther s,

Fiverything was desigoated by racea:

g youu knew whal belooged Lo
whom, 'Fhat was just lhe way
things were., What {rritated us was
to get old, wsed books, Some of our
clasaroomy  aguipmenl  was alo
Hmited and used, (oo," Rrs. Buarns
said. )

But in spite of limited facilities,
the Monoroe Colored High Schaool
WS hig’h'l_v rnH:lr'q!E—e:’l by the
students and faculty who attendead
iL.

“YWe really thoughl we had
aonething, and we did, T was Dhel-
f than the frame of a building
thal we came from,”” krs, Durne
Said.

Teopchers, toon, enjoyed the
teaching expericence and  the
stuclents.

Georpe 5. Mills, whe Laught al
the high school, 1924 Lo 1928, was a
math, science and civic teacher,
and he alsoe codched  the hows’
sports activities.

Mills introduced the first foothall
team Lo the school. He HE‘-U povid-

ed music foi the m'_ht:u-! L] muslcal-:'

acih:tms

HEER ESWEERE r'n.-rli =5 I=|I:1|"'||:=n| |I|1'1 F- '-.-.-"I'H'!-:

“When T came
to Monroe, |

was only going
tar stay eIt
year, but 1 fell
in love with the
perople. The

stitclents arniil

faculty at the
high school
were very

friendly.’
—George 5.
Mill s

SWhen 1 think

of high schoaol
days, [ think of
basketball. 1
loved to play
bharketball. X
am  Fe e m-

bered as one of

the alLar,.,
- plavers.” '
."_..j._-_—I'i'lra ﬂiiq!n RIS
RIETR | [ L Rl

ariing & arld
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