








in the early 1900°s, the only means of education that black children received was
through the homes and churches. In the early 1940°s, Rev. Melvin S. Green was
the principal of South Eunice Colored School, a three room school which was
located at what is now 501 Lewis Street, Eunice, La, It had two grades: first and
szcond. There were three teachers - Ms, Gertrude Sam, Ms. Deshotel and Ms.
Desso. The head cook was Mrs. Suzzane Hurts. Later, several educalors were
instrumental in providing formal education for black children. Professor W. W.
Solete was principal of North Eunice Colored School and there were grades third
through eighth,

Professor Hurd, Mrs. Campbell, Ms. Alberta Bellard, Josephine Guillory, Velma
Clark, Kitty Brooks, Danny Sntith, Louvenia Rideau and Fred Proter were some of
the feachers at North Eunice Colored School. Many of the students had to go to
school in Opelousas and Crowley for a while. Through the persistence of leaders
and parents, the school board established the first black high school in the Northern
section of Eunice with Rev. George Guillory as principal. This school was called
North Eunice High School and was located where East Elementary currently
stands. In September 1951, a new brick building was built and opened its doors
Jfor black students. In the Motions and Resolutions book at the St. Landry School
Board office, dated June 19, 1952, Funice Colored High School’s name was
changed to Charles Drew High School, named after Dr, Charles Drew, who is
known for inventing blood plasma. There were 1,132 pupils in grades first
through twelfth with forty teachers and thirty-six classrooms. Jonas E. Mason was
appointed principal.

Integration of St. Landry Parish schools in 1969 brought Charles Drew High
School students lo Eunice High School. Charles Drew High School became
Central Middle School. The history of Charles Drew High School was brought to
an end after eighteen years.
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