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PROCLAMAMTION

WHEREAS, the governing suthority of the City of Marksville is evar
mindful of and desires to give proper recogniticn to the pecple of
our city who have gained the respact of fellowmen; and

WHEREAS, the Bethune High Schaal-Marksville Calered High School
Reunion Committee has chosen to honor the schoel's First principal,
Me. D- A. Jordan, with & series of activitias: and

HWHEREAS, Mr. Jordan has unselfishly expended the most productive
years of his life developing and improving the minds,; hearts and
consciencas of the young men and women of this communityr and

WHEREAS; he has eagerly worked with every program impressed with
civig beatterment and religious upgrading, and in so doing, has
deservedly earned the everlasting raspect and gratitude of his
supariors, employees, assocliates and students; and

WOERRAS,: in zecagnitisn of hiz sdusatfiomal, civie, rFaligieous ard
cultural ecntributions to the many people he has touched in his
public and private life, he is to be hohored by the School Reunion
Committes at a reception; and

WHERERS, it is only fitting that we pauvse to give proper recognitisn
t0 his outstanding sontributisns £o tha wal fare &f this community:

MO®, TEEREFORE, 1, DR. RICHARD R. MICHEL, in wirtoa of tha autharity
vastad in me as Mayor of the City of Marksville, Louigiana, do hersby
proclaim Sunday, July 1, 199G, as

"D. A. JORDAH DAY™
in the City of Marksville and I urge all residents af the city ko
lend proper observance to this day in a manner beafitting the acccasion
and in keeping with the diatinguiashad saresyr of fits honored citizen,
Marksville, Louisiana, this 19%th day of June, 1950.

fideiid £ by S

Dr’ Richard R. Michel, Mayor
City of Marksville




D. A. JOEDML DA VESFER SERDICE
Julg 1, 1990

Basher of Corsmonies....ccevveccsssascsssassnsrassssib. Balker €. Rogers
Prelude.....coiviemuue mammmsssasansssdsadanannnanasesaannanas il BEFLE
Processional....ocvccecemnnananas cssssssssssnnsssssssHOROTEE A Family
INURCANIOR. . ccccvsscccsnannannnsassssssseasnnnnsnesssshBP. B T. Hinkskon

OreetingS. . veveveescenanninsnssssss.REpresentative - BHS Class of 1960
frs. Nola R. Bhivkington

Breetings...coevnenncacssnsssesssre D0 Richerd R. Michel, M. P. - Hayor
' City of Marksville
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D. A, JORDAN, Principal, Retired
REFLECTIONS

In Septamber 1936, | was informed by Mr. C. E. Laborde, Superintendent of Avoyelles
Parish School, to come to Marksville to assume the principalship of what was to be later
known as the Marksville Colored High School.

My career began with mesger facilities and a small staff of teachers namely; Mrs. Mary
Leviege, Mrs. Thelma Desselle and Mrs. Antee Desselle. Laterin 1938, Mré. Florence D. Small
and Mrs. Hattie D. Lyons joined the faculty. /

The position, ss principal, was a struggle as well a2 a challenge. For many years | was
principal, teacher and basketball coach. My task was not easy; for years there were few books,
no library, no science and no transportation for students. In many W
who came from outline areas, tha problem of finding a place to live in the munity.
Thmmﬂmﬂ,ﬂmhﬂmmuﬂnhmdarmmih' school education throughout the
30's and 50's can appreciate what life means to them in this day and time.

In spite of all the inconveniences we had to endure, the students were impressed to do
their best at whatever task they attem i

| must say throughout the thirty-five years as principal | have given much of myself in
order that youth would be qualified for the futura.

It fills my heart with pride when | meet many graduates from the Marksville Colored High
and Mary Bethune High in such fields as science, mathmetics, government, home economics,
theology, and athletics.

We, the faculty-of the Marksville Colored High School and Bathune High School, tried to
;mdf;mdunu out into the world with an unwritten motto working in their hearts "not for self

ut for others™’.
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Here's a story of n person who found oo Bimeell
very poid ploce i life, wilien he decided (o gstlle
L Avavelles Parish,

M. 1%, A, Joeelan, wiwe was Botn in Bover, 1.oulgi-

il on [ecsmber 7, 1908, case o Avoyelles w
eaei an the paniah an L9397, and be ogsn uyve Tiked
L herd foe lhe sLiyel tn the ;}anshr makiipg lan way
Foin tmaeher o pringigadabip of a lgh school, Lo
nrecter of ERA& in the Talke W[ Faderal l"rlZH‘:.!-'nll,
nd afs educalor for some 39 vesrs, He lat Tty
etiredd and s now enjoving i mech descreed fesl.

Bul Mr. Jordan, siece roliremend, 15 vy husy,

iz career and prolesaicanal ackivines include has
nemker ship in the local, seate aol patiomi] Princis
uls' Assecianen as well as bocnl, state and nabions
v Tunehers® Association, ,

Hit eang gerivines ncleded memterstyg on "the

Prograss  Aoilon
Many caommunity

Board of Dieectora al Avmeallos
Coommoites, [no., amd sdviser for
organications witliim Marksville.
Iz polilical scliviiies wnelude il ML Akp kn
ihe Voles [eapue as weoll a5 boing instnemsental m

orpanizg  the (1rsi wvoder eemisOackn delve bg Lhae
HEL

He has nmumataud eelifioas affiliations, He 1
Assiatnt  Supecintendent ol e Chezch  School;

Deacon of First Bapnogl Choeeh and Chazirman of the
Building Program.

Mr. Jocdan's honors melude Vice-Presdent of the
Eiphth [nsiict Teachars Axseciation; Chaplamof the
Blate Clanfroom Teachars ASsodiilindg, membaer ¢l the
Hoard of [hrectors foe Hospitals in the Eighth Dis-
trice; Chatrman af the Hed Cooss Chapior in tho
bar bavilln commmity and member of s Tix Comes
mitter oy well &5 member of the Cie Planaing Com-
midteé of Markswible-

He ratired on June 30, 1975 from the Avoyailes
Parah School System alled thirby-pnine yoars of active
service, four vears of shich ho secved as Disoctor af

* Title VII Program, whieh 18 FESAA. He is widely

kit Thegupglcnl the  paciab, amte ond sotion for
hie contribulions o thes civic and religions arcas.

He wnd s wile bave onhaneod e Hvas of thei
childim: and sach child kax: becore & productive
biueian being. Pooem ihele famialy wntt they have jn.
spirsd 3 phasmacist, = mechanical draftsman and in
afchitacioial drafiSman, weed they have o dawgheer
whis 15 & froshman m oodlope.

Coming from o larges family of one ehildron,
consnting of Tive sons ool Tour davghiers, e lived
ina farming dist nnct, r

HiE enleted l-'!!E:.u-_'lll_"l.I:-.' wtzhool 1o F'._a_p|:|-|_-_~.. Parish
fad upon complolion, hw attended high =ehaal and
aflerwards recelved e U5, depres feoan Beland
Collegain [Saker, La.

Co Marcht 16, TEIT, his services wers poguested
in L.u-:u:hrlt!HE in Avoyellss Pansh and his firsl job
conaialod ol teaching grades firsl teosph chghith oa
ot rooin Gehodl, I September of the same year, dus
Ao his swcess b Longbndge, he became e Tiest
male paincipal of the Markaville Coloced High Schogl
shate he femdined foe 36 yoaca. Eventually the schionol
wis rendamesd Masy Belwna, oboetll and mowved o its
fresant sile,

Che Povember 220 1047, ho omamad Miss Sabe
parion and foocen il uioon four children weee bom:

- Ehas qialph Jurdan, Lol Denjimin Jomden, Peter

D. A. JORDAN
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Amold Joedan and Marsha Faye Jordan.

Ie YTHEZ, Mr. Jorden seesived his Masters Degree
in Educaiionel Administration from Texas Smupheen
Univ. 0 yeggion, Tezas. He has also sttended
special afudy program: A0 bBalh Southerm Univ. and
Brawrie Vies College

YlLafe comsials an helling on your power o do -
woclimi - o become™ for M. Josdan, also ™'to Five =
o aefve,” fio mas dope woll and will contioue Lo
chailMbule, for there 1s aiall much to he done as freaze
senl and in the fulues,

Moie of us are withal: some gifl, besides the
great gufe of Jjife 1tself. Who then canpot find mach
willin hlmael ! with which, and foc which, w render
Lhan ke Lo Chead, =
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