I tack twelve years, but
the day that bundreds of for-
mer Cypress Grove High
School studenta and fcully
had envidoned has finally
come to frution

It all began twelve yeam
ago when more than 500

Grove former slu-
dents and facully, who came
from 20 states and 75 cition,
attended a Cypress Grove
High Schod reunion held in

Latecher, and out o that
reunion came the idea of
daing something lo forever
honor and remember the
mchool far African-Amercana
in Lutcher.

Well, a smaller group of
[ormer students reunited
roughly two years ago and
pledged to make placing a
plagque at the site of the for
mer aschoal a reality; and last
Friday, December 23rd, sev-
eral students and teachers
gatherad onece again al
Lutcher Hementary, the sile
of the former Cypreas Grove
High Schoal, to reunite and o
finally unveil a beautiful

phque.

Grove opened in
1947 and remained open until
19689, and during a brief
receplion hed in the Lutcher
Hemmntary Schoal gym, sev-

rmer students d 1
nol for Cypress Grove, they
would rot have attended high
school nor would they have
had the opportumity to
achieve succoss .

“This s a historie day
bere in  Lutcher” said
Truman Jarques, a former
student and one of the event's
arganizora, “This schoal was
an ecoromic foree. | prepared
bundreds to o ol into the
warkforce, Of the 19 classes at

Plaque Unveiled To Honor
Cypress Grove ngh School

rove, you find peo-
pblhlmlmnlhnmdu]
fidd, music industry, the
maedia, became lenchers, and
s an. We are oult all
over the United Staten ™
“When | turned 14-yeams
old and graduated from Sth
grade, that would have been it
for me Up the road (in
Convent),” Jaeques contin-
ved. T owe a lot to Mra
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Winbush (first principal) at
this schoal "

Jasques then introduced
the events guest apeaker
Leroy Poydras, who was Mra.
Winbush's right hand man-
assistant principal-bidlogy
teacher-coach-and a little of
everything

Paydras, who s 98-years
ald, reminisced about the
parly days at Cypress Grove
and how be and his students
waould just walk into the near-
by swamp to catch snak es and
othér animals to study, how
they started the first football
team during the schoal’s see-
and year, and how they wan
the champienship (the first
football championship in St
James Parish) in year three.

Poydras also sasd Mra
Winbush demanded the beost
out of all her teachers and she

always found a way to get him
anything and everything he
needed to sveoeed.

Fallowing Poydras’
spoech, the ecrowd walked to
the front of the schoa to
unvel the permanent plague
that was erected and land-
scaped by James Mitehell
with the St James Parish
Sehoal Board.

(lass pictures were
taken and more storiea were
tald in front of the plaque,
which is located at the corner
of Ring Avenue and Rear
Street.

Finally, Byron Fidds, a
relativw of Mrs. Winbush who
lives in New Orleans but used
to spend his childhood sum-
mers in Lutcher, sald he and
his family are grateful and
hanared to be a part of the
history of Cypress Grove.

The committee responsible for making the Cypress Grove plague a reality takes a photo with the

plagque in the background.
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