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The rmut o 4 Wood Tree

We the children of the late Koysl Jackson, Sr. and Mrs. Cleola Oliver Jackson of Sunshine,
Louisiana wish to acknowledge the support, dedication and inspiration provided by the late Mrs,
Amanda Grace in our lives. As our teacher Mirs, Grate romforced the educstional goals, spiritusl
belicfs and moral values of our parenss. Her grestest work in our lives was not just that of a
classroom instrucior it someone who believed thet there were no limits to what we could
achive, She helped to build a fimndation that made us not only good students but good citizens,
The teacheor in her did not end when the school bell rung. Mirs, Grace used every encounter 1o
teach and every environment was a classroom. Owr father was determined to receive his high
school diploma before his youngest child, Mrs. Grace sacrificed her evenings to ensure that he
ulong with other adults in the community reached their goal. Her decorum as 2 lady st school,
church and within this community was something all young ladies could model. Mrs. Grace
watered, fod and pruned her students helping to shape generations, She comected with a loving
hand, guided with u pentle beart, encouraged with a smile, celebrated our accomplishments with
words of encoursgement end celebrated our successes by teaching us humility. There's a suying
we paraphrase from Matthew 12:33 that stades we shall know the tree by the fiult #t bears.  Our
lives bear witness that the fiuit from the tree of her life in “The One Room Colored School™ and
Sunshine High was good. We honor har momory end thank God fin providing us with an
inspisational teacher during the developmental stages of our lives,

Studest The Citizen The Fruit

RoyslJr. (Richmond, TX | Teacher, LaMarque ISD

Alma | SanJoss CA Santa Clara County Socia) Worker (Ret.)

Wilter Fresno, CA Alomedn County Assistant District Arorney (Ret)

Gemld | Zachary, LA Chemical Operator, Georgia Patific
e[ x| St G B G D,
Joyee | Friendswood, TX | Software Development Mansger, IBM Corporstion (Ret)




July 27, 2016

Mr. Reginald Grace, Sr.
Post Office Box 287
St. Gabriel, LA 70776

On February 16, 2016, The Bayou Paul Colored School in St. Gabriel, Louisiana was officially
added 1o The National Register of Historic Places.

To commemorate this honor, there will be a Celebratory Program on August 21, 2016 at 5
O’clock PM at the Amanda A. Grace Park, located at 915 Bayou Paul Lane in St. Gabriel,
Louisiana.

By means of this communication, we are inviting tcachers, area churches, citizens of Iberville
Parish and especially former students of the school to join us for this program. The program will
be held under the outside pavilion, so please dress comfortably,

We look forward with great anticipation to having you join us!

Please feel free to contact Jessie Thomas at 225-319-1487, 225-921-0538 or
thomasjsrd 2 live. com or Reginald Grace, Sr. at 225-235-7537 or 225-642-5104 should you
nced more information.

Sincerely,
The Bayou Paul Colored School Program Committee



Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Wheraas,

the State of Louisiana, _proclaims this day

NCOW, THERE. BE IT PROCLAIMED___

PARISH of IBERVILLE
STATE of LOUISIANA
PROCLAMATION

To Dedicate and Proclaim “The Bayou Paul Colored School House and Community Park”

in 5t Gabrlel, Louisiana in honor of Amanda Anderson-Grace

The Bayou Paul Colored School was built on January 27, 1920 by the United Sons and
Daughters Benevolent Society to provide elementary education for the
African American children in the Bayou Paul community; and

The Bayou Paul Colored Scheol is an imporiant part of the history of black education in
rural Louisiana ; and

Amanda Anderson-Grace demonstrated exemplary skills as a teacher, menlor,
and principal for 19 years at the Bayou Paul Colored School; and

Mrs. Grace used her skills to educale others by means of telling, explaning,
demonstrating and Inspiring them to become best that they could be; and

With dedication and semvice 1o her studenls, Wis, Grave ulilized v one room
school house io teach reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling, geography, histary
and music; and

Amanda Anderson-Grace laid the foundation for many educators, doctors,
enginesrs, polificians, nurses, atlorneys and other various professions acrss
Louisiana and the Uniles States; and

in celebration of the life of Amanda Anderson-Grace and the
tremendous importance of the Bayou Paul Colored School to




Mrs. Amanda Grace
Teacher, Counselor, Community Leader

Mrs. Amanda Grace, a unique teacher of her time, marched
through the educational system in the small community of
Iberville, La. (the community commonly referred to as Bayou
Faul). she towered over her classroom with a great command as
teacher and counselor. She always demonstrated an
unprecedented talent for inspiring her students to do their best.

A student’s attention to learning was one of her highest
expectations; poor behavior was never, ever tolerated in Mrs.
Grace’s classroom. i

In a modest, one-room school building, which stands today as a
symbol of its place in history, Mrs. Grace held uncommonly strong
standards for her students. Teaching resources in those days
were meager and practically non-existent. Every available
teaching resource paled in comparison to the sophisticated, high
technology buildings and amenities available today

for instructional purposes. Nevertheless, Mrs. Grace spent long
days encouraging her students to work hard and learn all that
they could. She wanted them to explore positive paths in their
pursuit of a productive life. Coupled with a strong Christian
emphasis and approach, Mrs. Grace did with great success bring
out the best of talent in each of the lives she touched.

Today, Mrs. Grace's students, whose stage was that one-room
school building, have profited from the lessons she taught us and
the positive effects of her early teachings. We all remember that
rough road of life that she so emphasized with support and
encouragement, always suggesting that each student remain
positive and forward looking with our sights on the future.



ANDERS ON-GRACE
Museum &

Park Dedication
Ceremony
Sunday

 June 29, 2008
' 5P.M.
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Tha fegerey of Ansrnde Groce

P s riena) ook ey o Leie'shmg fEmioon aff Miekenc Froensrfise

Anunida -:_‘.ra,:x, s omly teagher at the Bayou Penl Colored School for nineteen ypers, s o
rEn gy wineni. Sinnding e at ©'e*, she had a pleasmt undle, her son Begieald Grace
voealied, *Her fonwer shadenss 1ol me she would gel beagh wisen ghe aeodid o, ongh She
witk wory strafghtforward and striet about ber elussroom.”

Bsds, Cirace was & plowenr al the St Gabdel, La,, school, Collige educied, she was a Ced-feaning
weanam wha believed in edncation. She taught kindegarten iercogh elghth grados in the one-
roon: schoolbomes Tom 1955 wotl % daing i 1955, Thoagh she possed in sooq, ber kgacy
weill Fropaseer Tee o Din Jaivaiy, U soleocl wak adided i 1 Natlooal Reglster of Historic Planer.

Biclogicelly, Ma. Gracs bad fowr chifdren; bl o those who
slapped Toot (4o ber elassroom, she hrd mamy, nany

e, Sl ught s then elwziblon, She l‘.ll;'l.'J.I.l: dieipline,
msnnere, a0 Hie sidils. She belped the children cook their
tunsidves Jal @ coslof veernls] ved inslachad 1hem in boe o
slizah, g sibor thimvsadves. Dmng the winter months, the
ibaenta woildd be responsile for feeding the coal-bumming

5 :_1 shivers il dhiing e sammer, Ms. Grce would take part in

MOST REATY; HISTORY



2 ihe stdoals’ reees grmes. In the
rural agrirultural commmnnity of St Gabeied, asmmun ey s
favaily were one and 1he samee.

“Eyerynody o the compwaity pitched in,” eginghl 2k
S of the kids, ey weore too young b @ e schel, bl wgy
o wnnild Keep Shesn aniaead,”

M= Grace essenlinlhy tenght pre-E as well She'il eccupy the vounger childnzn before instracting
mie groarp of shwdentbs aid meviug o Do andfhisr, Thosd 2k faughl b goms on i i
doctors, beachers, aud professoonts,” T think Ve insgoetust o ket folks kmoew the srroggles thed
poar African Amerimng went thiough o gel sn eduntion,” Regleabd sald, "1n spite of thess
ditficuliies, 1 o8 ol Uit waont oo e b specizmbiil, T8z plb\.'ulll": can ke 1t derieg teak Hine
witli Tirni el sscvuroass, wili®'e Slee eotopas o voing Tnlks e

The one-room achooibormse wis vonstroebed i o by tee Uniicd Sces onild Daughlas
Bevervlenk Seoiely, o peivato Aldeis Anserican argeniaiion: the land wes purebased for just
ko Though tha srkooibanse wid constroe e poocly, His orkginal fmmevwork, includisg & o
i, woods Ao, ahd wesdan wall, aiilaands teday. The strudame, nme named the Bayon
Fail Cedored Bhensentary Schoal Museiin, wis moved o sooi bo the Amanda Grace Momorial
Park, roghdy & nll mdke froos 2 cdgiual loestion.

Phatn; Arsendn Griese (Mght) wns the only favcher of the Bagou Pan Celoved Schoul for
rinefrem peara, from ogtuntil i dased dn g5, Phote onriesy of Seginaid fvace,
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"Thee private home of the Shaffier Eusily, thie
vemdnrind Virsoriue plautation is now opeu fo the
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