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A BRIEF HISTORY OF WIN TRAINING SCHOOL

By MARIA HAMS LEWIS

In the year 1825 the writer entered what is now Winn Training School as an assistant
teacher under the leadership of Mr. A C. Felérs. At that time the institution, just moking its begin-
nings, consisted of only cne frome hoilding of four clagsrooms, there being noe waber supply and

lighta,

The following year, under the principakhin of Maris H. Lewls, the sehos] was fortanate
enough to sicure eleetric light= along with a well for its water suppliy.

Ths school underwant all the assorbed problems of an insthtution of its ki and yet pro-
ject was added to profeet and at the end of each session some new landmark stood o leave its
lusting shadew on the horizon. As time passed, the school was fortunate enouph to segquire another
building corsisting of four classrooms and an auditorium. Mr, A. L, Hill was principal during this
time,

A quick birdseye wiew of the schoel under the lendership of Principal Zuma E. Bell 1928.33
reveals that there were bwo nice frame buildings and a progressive school program. Ar awaken
ocenrred inm athletics and c'u_]i'u‘rn.'l astivitiss. Mr. Bell, with the asalstapos of the facolty !.nd st
ents, put om & very sdfective program of beautifying the school grounds. Ewveryone put his should-
er io the wheel end worked sz one big mappy family. The flest high school cliss gpradusted under
the administration of Prof, Bell

Under the administration of Mr, J, A, Simpeon, 1833-43, wes added another bullding, of
brick eonstructlon, consisting of seven classrocms and a principal's office, A gronter omphasis was
placed on the stabe curriculum and increased skill was exhibited by ocur studeats on athletic Flnﬂpg
fields, especially in basketball. Winnfleld teams won the distrlet trophy fe the Bouiharn University
rally i:; I?ﬂg‘"d wire goeond place in the entite state in the same yoar. Thoy ware district champions
again in i

The next Princlpal, Benny E. Bailey, 184344, Initiated the first soccessful sagricultural
program at the school and alse continued the program of beautifying the campus,

Prinelpal Louis M. Loog began the Hot Lunch Program st Winn Training Schosl. The
zehacl acquired its first hot water facllities slong with an elactrle stove and refrigerator for the
home ecopomics depariment.

The opening of the 1947-45 seasion found J. Andrew Gaulden ot the helm of Winn Tealn-
[ng 3chool. Loog a noted figurs in educational eicples in Lauigiana, having served as Iestrustor in
English at Grambling College, na[grinc{pnl of schools in Abbeville and &mnﬁpu-w La., s& a memher
of the Govirnor's Commission on the Improvement of Negrs Edueation, Mr, Gauldes brought to the
Institution and the community & spirit of progress and service, A3 & conssquince much has been
accomplished under his leadership. Besides the formal and internal oreanization and management of
the schosl, the Institution has been formonate emourh to scquire & moﬂﬁ: picture prejector and other
visual gdueation equipment; o farm tragter which hos bean pisd to ploce the entite school farm zoder
caltivation; a pouliry heuse and farm now consisting of 200 fowl; g fully-equipped fenthnll and
buskethall team; a mimeograph machine and other oifics and instractional equlpment,

Thers stand en the campus mow three bulldings manned by & faculty of fiftesn. The
peok gnrollment during the current session wos 582, Incrensed emphasls is being given te chareh
and eommunity service on the part of bath students and teachers. Plons are in affect to maintein
A yedr-round athletic and recrsation program for the benefit of the youth of the community, As
this is written additional equipment is being secursd Tor the m-:.ﬁumﬁﬂa.;rjtuhurz department and
preparation being made to offer Full-fladged conrees in the field.

All bids fair for a brighter foture for Winn Training Sehool.
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