

















DeSoto Parish School Board was able to secure funds from the Rosenwald Foundation. Mr.
Rosenwald, President of Sears Roebuck and Cmnpa&y decided to donate a great deal of
a

money in the southern states to promote the building of a good type school building for both
black and white

The buildings already constructed at the Mansfield School provided matching contributions
for the Rosenwald building fund.

In a letter dated 1941 addressed to school patrons in a typical plea
Dear Patron.

We have added another chapter in the history of education in Mansfield and the
parish of DeSota. On May 16, 1941, when we shall have closed this school year, it will be
one of the best we have had under these circumstances. This comes as my second appeal to
you for a special contribution to be given during the closing days of our school. As you
know, we borrowed 600,00 to buy material used in the completion of this building. We
have raised and paid $400.00 822,00 interest, making $422.00) leaving a balance of $20000
that [ must raise by the time that school closes. Therefore, 1 am calling on you. Will you do
yvour best and report not later than May 11. our Commencement Sunday? Please save and
give $1.00 or more, if possible.

A Good Cause requires much effort. The cause we are
engaged in is indeed a Good Cause, | think it is one whose sole purpese is the building of
character. The cause of education is a very gutstanding cause, You well know of the struggle
we have had to undergo, and | am proud that [ have had the opportunity to lead in the
struggle. | am sure you are also happy to have had a hand in it - a very helping hand, toc.
Without such, we would not have been so successful

We have a very beautiful high school building almost completed. It is modern in
every respect, and one for which you have every reason to be proud. Our entire plant is in
fine shape. So. my friends, Let Us Have A Fine System.
Let Us Leave Nothing Undone
Lest We Hinder the Progress of Our Children

Yours for the Cause
DeWitt Johnson

DESOTO PARISH TRAINING SCHOOL REPLACED
MANSFIELD COLORED SCHOOL

S, M. Shows, took office as DeSoto Parish Superintendent. The three .. Shows and both
of the Johnsons had a close werking relationship.

The new DeSoto Parish Training School was a blessing to the black community. It was
organized to train boys and girls from over the entire parish. DeWitt Johnsen applied for the
provision and the school was approved by the state to train teachers.

The vear of the first graduating class of DeSoto Farish Training school

DeWitt Johnson had a desire to write a history of the school. which he with Elizabeth at his
side developed into a very special institution. Busy as always, he was only able to leave
fragments. He wrote:

Four acres of land and a two room school granted for a three month pericd with an

attendance of less than fifty pupils was the story of public education for blacks in Mansfield
prior to 1915



















Oliver Baham
Janie Rawls—Blow
Pearlie B. Clark

Rose Bud Draughn
Georgella Head

Mary Jackson
Anthony R. Nettles
Willie E. Rokinson
Mary Jones—Thomas
Cleavie Ann Young
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IN MEMORIAM

My Name, My Place, and My Tomb are all Forgotten
This Brief Race of time is well spent.
So let me Pass Away, Peacefully Silently
Only Remembered for What 1 have Done.

PRINCIPALS

Lee Grant Jacobs
Dewitt Johnson

SUPERVISOR

Elizabeth Johnson

TEACHERS I
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Shirley Baham
Precious Blow
Mammie Jacobs—Conley
Van Ray Fields
A. G. Henderson
Jurylea B. McCray
Jimmie Reed
Roy F. Sisson
Pinkye Thomas—Harger
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Felton Banks

William L. Bristo

Eliza E. Coleman
Lloyd T. Greenard
Mattie Franklin—Hives
Zora L. McFarland
Rolax Reed

Arnecia Thomas

Lula P. Williams



















REFLECTIONS OF
GREATNESS

C.D. Baldwin

‘ Few men in any endeavor have brought the kund of

sucoess and character 1o thewr endeavors 2 has (ormer
DeScto Parish Training School coach and athietic director
Clarence D Baldwin A graduate of Grambling Seate Universaty
and a former foothall player under the tutclage of the
kpendary Eddie Robtraon Baldwin's Y 1o athletics s that
be was a great coach. a great character . 3N UNCOMmon
man and a role model par excellence

Baldwin created teams of champions at DeSoto and the list
of athletic greats he has coached i both long and extensive
Among them of course was the great baseball pitcher Vida
Blue. who was also a star quanterback for the DeSoto
Many of Baldwin's great athlctes have played college and
professonal sports Even more have gone on 10 become

thing in common The desire 10 be something the ambution to be a winner, and
the sperit 0 succend. all of which was in them in the clesroom and on the
foctball Nelds and the pymnasiums

sinnung leams gave DeSoto students 2 sense of pride and achievement and gave the
cmemunity the (oeling of being in a place where sucoess and winning were both
~mmonpiace and expocted The great coach rarely disappointed those who had come to
sxpect winning teams (rom him in cither foothall or basketball

n Lourana 1o win a8 many & three consecutive foothall His tcams won

Saton Houge the Tigers scored the most lop-sided victory in the hisscry of
champeonships games in Louinana blasting the Baton Rouge tcam 58-0

who terved as the architect of 2 winning that will never be (orgotien in
Mansficid and by students and supporters of the blue and white Tigers

sucoessful atizens in other walks of bfe All however have one

Baldwin s one of the genuine heroes of Mansfickd. DeSoto Parish and Loussiana. He
Fan el indelibie imprints on the lives of many student -athletes and has compuled a
record of winning and success that s virtually unmatched in coaching cirdes His

A stern dsOplinarian and a smant txtician, he was a coach's coach and a player's

A DeSoto Farish native. Baldwin is one of the lew coaches in the history of football
amponships in 1956, 1957 and 1958 In 1958 against Mc ' High School of

n 26 years @ the DeSoto conch. Baldwin won 70 percent of his games. a total of
A T R |

Ho 1903 DeSoto hasiethall team also won a state title

It was Clarence D Baldwin who heiped build DeSoto into a school of champions and
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Ernest (Goobe) Austin

Sam Barfield, Jr. 7

Clarence Darrow Baldwin
Joan Campbell Graham
Corine Sylvia Carman Walker ¥

Larneva Clinton Williams
Mary Ann Coleman Barrett

Leora Gertrude Copeland Redley

Geneva Beatrice Davis Evans
Ann [sabel Farris Wilson ¥

Vera Larve Foley Baldwin
Robert Jackson Fuller

Daisy Lee Green Prescott
Gertrude Oretha Guiden Watson

Johnny Delano Hill
Rebecca Hill
Delores Costello Ivey Barnett

Emma Gertrude Johnson

T In Memoriam

D.P.T.S. Class of 1943

#kk

o o e ok

ok

Mattie Pearl Johnson White
Oliver (Sid) Johnson T

Will Henry (Red) Jones
Lawrence Jack Lane

Eddie Lee (Gabe) Norris
Maude Ethel Samantha Pugh ¥
Flsie Mae Scott Sanders
Charlotte Ruth Simon Alexander
Willie Hazel Street Scott

Ruby Yvonne Thomas Marshall
Minnie Lee Whitaker Fuller

[da Lee White Brooks
Nehemiah Harvey White

Willie Williams

Audrey Mae Young Currie
Andrew (Bubba) Maxie

Hattie Ruth Robbins Copeland
Wheaton Smith, Jr.

Dessie Lee Jackson Patterson

Honor Students
**+*kirst
*HF*Second

**Third
*Fourth
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