Coleman College

Coleman College was organized in the year 1885 in Palestine Missionary Baptist
Church, where school was held two years. Each year the commencement exercise was
held under a “Brush Arbor” right beside the church. The school took its name from the
founder, Oliver Lewis Coleman (O.L. Coleman), or President Coleman, as he was often
called by the community people, students and teachers.

In 1887, the school moved to its present site. The school was a private school.,

O.L. Coleman was the School Master President from 1885-1927. He was in a car
accident in March of 1927 and died three days later. The tragedy took place Friday
evening. He passed away the following Sunday night. This caused much sadness and
mourning in the community, among the faculty and students.

His son, Monroe McVicker Coleman took the helm and carried out the rest of the
session. Rev. L.D. Scott of Shreveport was one of the graduates; he was valedictorian of
the class.

The Board met and chose M.M. Coleman as succeeding president of the College,
beginning in the Fall of 1927. The school faced much difficulty: hard times of the years
took their toll. The school was closed the year of 1933-34,

Rev. Roy A. Mayfield (who had previously been president of a private school in
Homer, Louisiana), took the helm in the Fall of 1934,

He moved Coleman College to Shreveport in 1937, where it is still functioning to
train ministers,
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well as other Southern states - before and after the Civil

The educational plight of Negroes, in Louisiana as

War, was more pronounced than that of Whites. Educational
opportunities for Negroes were largely the result of the
efforts of Northern church organized missionary societies
. and other benevolent socleties (17:339).

Devoted Negro leaders, after struggling to obtain an
education, gave their time and dedicated their efforts to the
cause of education for Négroes. Often with little more than
falth in God, Negro leaders set out to establish schools to
help uplift their fellowmen. One such leader was the founder

of Coleman College.

Oliver Louls Coleman, the founder of Coleman College,
was born in Canton, Mississippi; the son of slaves. The
approximate year of his birfh was 1857 (6).

Having been born in Mississippl, one of the slave
holding states, Coleman saw some of the many disadvantages
suffered by Negroes because of lack of education. He saw
Negroes have to sign their names by marking x's. He saw
people of hls race suffer because of the lack of schools,
books, and finance. Coleman saw members of his race yen for

an education but have to abolish the idea because educational
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opportunities were not available to them. He also witnessed
inadequacy in the development of schools for Blacks. The
future looked bleak for Negroes; so Coleman, determined to
help his people, acquired an education and used his achieve-
ment as a Spring board to help others.

Educational exXperiences of 0Oliver Louis Coleman in-
cluded attending high school in Livingston, Mississippi;
Alcorn College, Alcorn, Mississippi; further study at the
University of Chicago and Chatauta University. He also
received an honorary Master of Arts degree from Leland
College (6).

Professor Coleman was a family man. He married Miss
Mattie Perkins of Lorman, Mississippi. She too was interested
in helping to mold the future of her race. She served as g
faculty member of Coleman College (6).

Into this union four children were born. The oldest,
a daughter named 0Olive studied at Figk University; the se-
cond child was a son named McVicker Monroe Who now resides in
Minden, Loulsiana; the third cﬁild,.a daughter nameg Zenobia
now resides in Washington, D. C.; and the fourth child, a son
named Alfred who died at an early age (6).

Interviews revealeg that 0. L. Coleman, as he was
usually known, was a religious man. This quality manifested
1tself in his concern for his fellowman and his work in the

churches.

Perhaps of Interest here are two legends reported

which seemed congruent with the religious nature of Coleman,
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to make bricks and working on the school's farm. ﬁrs..ﬁssie R
Sims, an alumna of Coleman College, recalled: "Professor
Coleman taught student how to mix, shape, and cure bricks.
The bricks were cured in a kiln which he had helped students
build." According to Mr. McVicker Coleman the bricks used
in erecting the bulldings were those made on the campus.
Extra-curricula activities included revival meetings,
debates, choral groups, and speakers were secured on occasions.
Various Baptist Minlisters were brought in to speak during
revival meetings. “Booker T. Washington, the founder of Tus-
kegee Institute, spoke at the college between the years 1912
and 1914, The exact year of Washington's visit was not re-
called by persons interviewed. Mrs. ﬁsé&éﬁsims;ﬁa student
at the time, remembered the occasion. She said:
When Booker Washington came to Coleman a plat-
Torm was built on the outside because the chapel was
not large enough. . . . People were everywhere, they
came from many places; both Black and White.
Also included in the extra activities during the later years
were football and baseball (15).
Evidence regarding the length of the school session
during the first ten years of operation was not obtained;
but Mrs. Bernice Bailey recalled that the length of the ses-
sion was eight months(October - May) when she attended in 1899.
Sesslon length was later increased to nine months (14).
According to information secured through interviews,
gradation followed the same pattern as other early educational

followed. Starting with the elementary level, gradation con-
tinued upward until it included two years of college work.
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Negro Baptist Associations and Organizations in
Loulsiana were paramount sources of financial support for the
college; several of which are listed on the cornerstone from
the main bullding of Coleman College. Those listed are the
Gum Spring Association, the North Western Assoclation, the
Liberty H1ll Association, the Sunday School Convention, the
Number One District, and the Alumni Association. The above
mentioned cornerstone is presently displayed on the Coleman
High School campus.

Fees pald for tuition, room and board provided §nother
source of support; but was a small amount. ﬁrs.'éernicé
Balley, a student in 1899, recalled that tuition was #1.60
per month while room and board was $5.50 per month. A stu-
dent in 1932 recelled that tuition had increased to %1.75 at
that tine.

Another means of securing aid was the "missionary
work" engaged in by faculty members and students. This mis-
sionary.workﬂwas described by a participant, Mrs.'Nﬁldn

Williams, She stated:

We would visit various churches ang get permission
to speak on behalf of the college. We would tell
about the good work being carried on by the college.
When we had finished the Pastor would ask the cone
gregation for contributions to aid in fostering the
good work of Coleman College,

Out-of-state financial support in the form of monetary
gifts was secured in much the Same manner as was used in se-
curing aid for Tuskegee Institute. Hicks, in his book on

page 203, listed as other sources of out-of-state support
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the Home Mission Soclety of New York, the Home Missilon
Sooiety of Boston, and the United States Government Bureau
of Agriculture.

Scholarships were in the form of work-aid. Interviews
revealed that students were allowed to perform chores to
help finance their education. They worked in the dining
hall, cleaning and cooking; they helped to gather wood;
some worked on the farm; and others p&rformed janitorial

gservices.

The work of Coleman College, organized and operated
in Gibsland, Louisiana, was felt in various parts of the
state. Belng a teacher training institution, Coleman College
sent out graduvates who worked in other early Negro Education-
8l Institutions while others also founded schools. Supvort-
ing evidence was found in Hick's book. The book includes a
short blography of a Professor R. E. Jacobs. It reports
Jacobs as being a student at Coleman College in 1897 and
being the founder of Sabine Normal and Industrial Institute
Converse, Log;siana, in 1903, Also included as being a
graduate of Coleman College was Dr. J. S. Clark; the founder
of Baton Rouge College and later the President of Southern
University, Baton BRouge, Loulsliana.

President 0. L. Coleman passed away on April 29, 1927,
and his son, McVicker M. Coleman became the new president of
Coleman College.

Coleman College continued to operate and expand un-

der the administration of President M. M. Coleman until 1934,
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we have more help or give up. The need led Mr.
Coleman to set apart four months to pray three
times a day under a certain hickory tree. He be-
lieves that the answer came in the form of help
from the Woman's Baptist Home Mission Society
of Boston, through the influence of Mrs. Mary

C Reynolds, of Boston, and the American

Baptist Home Mission Society of New York. He
also believes that he caught the inspiration to
pray from touching the life of Sister Moore.

What we have said about her could be said by
every home, Sunday school, church, association
and convention in Louisiana. When her teachers
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and pupils were excited and forced to leave her

at Baton Rouge because of race disturbances,

she donated to Coleman College all of her school
equipment. She gave us the first money with

which to build our toilets, and was the cause of
having our first piano donated to us. Although

she left the state, she never ceased to visit, coun-
sel and pray with us until she died.

When Sister Moore first came to us she came

with HOPE, and organized the Bible Band in

the school which has been kept up for years.

When it is remembered that Coleman College has

a plant valued at $100,000; has added to the

church over 600 souls ; sent to the world owver 1000
Christian teachers, graduates and preachers, it
will be seen that the labor of Sister Moore, Sis-
ter Reynolds and others was not in vain.
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